The keratinizing tympanic epithelium: an enigma.
Both the centrifugal keratin dispersion on the pars tensa as well as the centripetal proliferative properties at the inferior annular tympanic region are discussed. There is evidence, histological and clinical, that these features are two distinct and different phenomena which both have clinical implications. While the centrifugal keratin dispersion is a physiological cleaning mechanism, the cytokeratin expression demonstrates the unusual but for years clinically noticed proliferative nature of the lower annular epithelium and provides biochemical evidence for a relationship between this epithelium and cholesteatoma formation.